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TIP: Stay engaged!
Look through this booklet before watching the film

Character 
Studies and 
character 

Film studies 
Questionnaire

Create your 
own poster 



Jumanji - The Synopsis 

A magical board game unleashes a world of 
adventure on siblings Peter (Bradley Pierce) and 
Judy Shepherd (Kirsten Dunst). While exploring an 
old mansion, the youngsters find a curious, jungle-
themed game called Jumanji in the attic. When they 
start playing, they free Alan Parrish (Robin Williams), 
who's been stuck in the game's inner world for 
decades. If they win Jumanji, the kids can free Alan 
for good -- but that means braving giant bugs, ill-
mannered monkeys and even stampeding rhinos!

Colour me in!



The Lead Characters 
Pick a character and follow their character 
journey (arc) throughout the film.

Judy:

Judy is the older sister to Peter. She is a fiery and sarcastic. Judy 
lost her parents in a car accident a few years ago, and uses her 
dark sense of humour to hide her pain. She is close with her 
brother, and has just moved to a big house with her aunt. She is 
not afraid of much, but this nature gets into trouble on her first day 
at her new school. She is not rude, or mean but she likes to make 
other people uncomfortable. When she meets Alan, she knows he 
is the only person who can help with the game.

 

Peter:

Peter is the younger brother to Judy. He is very sensitive and has 
a timid and nervous energy. The trauma of losing his parents leads 
him to become selectively mute. The only person he can talk out 
loud to is his sister. He can relate to Alan, because Alan has also 
only just found out that both of his parents have died. He has a 
gentleness that his older sister lacks. The two of them are a good 
team.

  

Alan:

Alan has been stuck inside the board game for 26 years. In his 
mind, he is still a 13 year old boy, he had no idea how much time 
had passed, or that his parents were now deceased. Alan has 
suffered from some traumatic experiences inside the Board Game 
itself and is reluctant to go back or give it any more power over his 
life. But he cannot see his new friends suffer alone, knowing the 
dread that lies ahead. His comes across slightly crazy to those 
outside the board game. But his behaviour reflects his ‘reality’ from 
the Board Game. 



What is my character like when we first 
meet them?

How has my character change from the 
start of the film?

What might be characters life be like 
now?

What is my characters objective?

What obstacles does my character 
have to face?

What makes my character change 
throughout the film



Use the space 
below to make your 
own Jumanji movie 

poster!



Film Study Questions 
1. Where is the film set? And how can we tell?

2. When is the film set? And how can we tell?

3. How have the production team shown us the change in time period? (Think 
about the characters and the set design)

4. How do the composers use music to enhance the storyline? Choose an example 
and describe how it makes you feel as an audience member.

5. Who is your favourite Character and why?

6. This film is 25 years old and computer graphics and special effects have come a 
long way since then. Even so, it still manages to capture your excitement. What 
elements do you think make this possible? (think about the actors and their 
creative choices)

7. Robin Williams plays an adult who believes he is still a child. What does he do to 
make you believe this? (think about how he uses his voice and his body). 

8. There is something very significant about Van Pelt. Do you recognise him? If 
you do... why do you think the writer/director made this choice?

9. Can you name a camera angle used in the film? Why was it so effective?
(examples include mid, close, wide shot, pan, POV (point of view)). 

10. In the ending... Do you think Peter and Judy know??? 



Your alternative ending 
This is your chance to change the ending!

• Write it out as a story or a script. 

• Draw it as a comic strip 

• Create a picture scene using cuttings from 
magazines and online images to create your alternative 
ending!



INT. KITCHEN. DAY.

ALAN is crouched on the kitchen floor eating from he food 
the monkeys have left all over the floor. JUDY and PETER 
continue to try and convince ALAN to play the game.

JUDY:
How 'bout Peter and I play, and 
you just sort of watch?

ALAN:
No,thanks. I've seen it.

JUDY:
So if you're not gonna help us, 
what are you gonna do?

ALAN:
I don't know. Pretty much take 
up where I left off. I wonder if 
Mrs. Nedermeyer's still teaching 
sixth grade.

ALAN opens the fridge door and a monkey screams and jumps 
out of the fridge. ALAN is visibly shaken.

PETER:
Come  on,  Judy.  He's  not  gonna 
help us. He's afraid.

PETER and JUDY turn to leave the kitchen but are stopped 
in their tracks when…

ALAN:
What did you say?

PETER:
(turning to ALAN)

You're afraid. It's okay to be 
afraid. 

ALAN scoffs at PETER.
PETER (CONT):

(Turning to leave again with 
JUDY)

Let's go set it up in the living 
room.

ALAN  runs  in  front  of  PETER  and  JUDY  to  block  the 
doorway.

Try acting out a scene 
straight from the movie!



ALAN:
No, you have no idea what you're 
getting yourself into.

PETER:
Whatever it is, we'll handle it 
by ourselves. We don't need your 
help.

PETER tries to step round ALAN. ALAN grabs peter by his 
collar and pushes him back.

ALAN:
I  don't  think  so.  You  think 
monkeys,  mosquitoes  and  lions 
are  bad?  That's  just  the 
beginning.  I've  seen  things 
you've  only  seen  in  your 
nightmares.  Things  you  can't 
even  imagine.  Things  you  can't 
even  see.  There  are  things 
that'll hunt you in the night. 
Then something screams. Then you 
hear them eat. And you hope to 
God  that  you're  not  dessert. 
Afraid? You don't even know what 
afraid  is.  You  will  not  last 
five minutes without me.

PETER:
So… you’re gonna help us?

ALAN:
I'll watch. (stands up straight) 
But I'm not afraid.

ALAN exits the kitchen. 

JUDY:
Peter, that was very cool.

PETER:
That's  reverse  psychology.  Dad 
used to pull it on me all the 
time.

JUDY and PETER exit the kitchen and follow ALAN.

CUT TO:



Robin Williams - fact sheet.
The Man, The Myth, The Legend.

Who Was Robin Williams?
Famed actor and comedian Robin Williams was born on July 21, 1951, 
in Chicago, Illinois. After developing his improvisational style as a stand-
up comedian, Williams landed his own television show, Mork and Mindy, 
and moved into leading parts in film with Robert Altman's Popeye. He 
played numerous memorable film roles, both comedic and dramatic, 
and after three previous nominations he won an Academy Award for 
best supporting actor in Good Will Hunting. Robin Williams, was 
represented by CAA and then WME.
 

Commercial Breakthrough
Williams attended Claremont Men's College and College of Marin 
before enrolling at the Juilliard School in New York City. There he 
befriended and became roomies with fellow actor Christopher Reeve. 
Williams later experimented with comedy in San Francisco and Los 
Angeles, developing a successful stand-up act.
A string of successful film roles for Williams followed over the years, 
showcasing his stellar comedic talents as well as his ability to take on 
serious work. He played the title character in 1982's The World 
According to Garp as well as a Russian musician who defects to 
America in Moscow on the Hudson (1984). Later, in Good Morning 
Vietnam (1987), Williams portrayed irreverent radio DJ Adrian Cronauer, 
while in Dead Poets Society (1989) he played free-thinking teacher 
John Keating. Both projects earned him Academy Award nods for lead 
actor.

Credits and awards
Wiliams’ credits are ASTOUNDING! He has at least 116 credits for his 
acting roles in film and television.
Despite personal setbacks, Williams continued acting. He appeared in 
the hit Penny Marshall drama Awakenings (1990) with Robert De 
Niro and Julie Kavner, and received his third Oscar nomination for his 
role as homeless man Parry in the 1991 redemptive drama The Fisher 
King. Tackling family friendly fare as well, he starred as a grown-up 
Peter Pan in Hook (1991) and provided the voice of the genie in 
Disney's animated film Aladdin (1992). Williams starred in Mrs. 
Doubtfire (1993), Jumangi (1995) and Flubber (1997) as well.
He also won six Golden Globe Awards, including Best Actor – Motion 
Picture Musical or Comedy for his roles in Good Morning, Vietnam 
(1987), The Fisher King (1991) and Mrs. Doubtfire (1993), along with 
the Cecil B. DeMille award in 2005. He four Grammy’s, three Emmy’s, 
nine BAFTA’s, two MTV awards and two SAG awards. He was 
nominated for a total of forty-one awards for his various roles. 

http://www.biography.com/people/christopher-reeve-9454130
http://www.biography.com/people/penny-marshall-9542495
http://www.biography.com/people/robert-de-niro-9271729
http://www.biography.com/people/robert-de-niro-9271729
http://www.biography.com/people/julie-k

