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Create your
own poster

Film studies
Questionnaire

Character
Studies and
character
Arcs

Find out what it is like to
play two characters in the
same scene!
TIP: Stay engaged!
Look through this booklet before watching the film

The Parent Trap - The Synopsis
In this update of a 1961 film, twins Annie and Hallie
(Lindsay Lohan) are strangers until happenstance
unites them. The preteen girls' divorced parents, Nick
(Dennis Quaid) and Elizabeth (Natasha Richardson),
are living on opposite sides of the Atlantic, each with
one child. After meeting at camp, American Hallie and
British-raised Annie engineer an identity swap, giving
both the chance to spend time with the parent they've
missed. If the scheme works, it might just make the
family whole again.

Colour me in!

The Lead Characters
Pick a character and follow their character
journey (arc) throughout the film.

Hallie:
Personality… stubborn, impulsive, and clever. Hallie’s the one who ups the ante –
whether in her pranks on Annie at sleep-away camp or her attempts to drive
interloper Meredith away from her father. She’s got the guts to go through with their
plan to switch places, showing none of Annie’s reluctance. When Annie protests
having her hair cut to look like Hallie, Hallie proclaims, “Honey, you never looked
better.” Hallie grew up motherless in Napa Valley, California. All her life, Hallie has
lived on a vineyard with her single father and their longtime housekeeper, Chessy.
When visiting Camp Walden, a sleep-away summer program for girls in Maine.
There she happens to cross paths with her long-lost identical twin sister, Annie. The
two engage in a vicious pranking war until they have to live together in the Isolation
Cabin. They end up hatching a plan to switch places to get to know their other
parents.

Annie:
Personality… polite, anxious, and clever. While her sister tends to be the one to
instigate their mischief, Annie is the one who takes cares of the details. She does
have a bit of a haughty streak from her high-class upbringing, though. When she
gets mad at Hallie, she says the true differences between them are “let me see... I
know how to fence and you don't... Or I have class and you don't. Take your pick.”
Annie grew up fatherless in Kensington, a picturesque neighbourhood in London,
England. She grew up with her mother, a famous designer of wedding gowns, her
grandfather, and their family butler, Martin. When visiting Camp Walden, a sleepaway summer program for girls in Maine, where she happens to cross paths with
her long-lost identical twin sister, Hallie. The two get into a vicious pranking war until
they're forced to cohabit in the Isolation Cabin.
https://www.charactour.com/hub/characters/

What is my character like when we first
meet them?

What is my characters objective?

What obstacles does my character
have to face?

What makes my character change
throughout the film

How has my character changed from
the start of the film?

What might be characters life be like
now?

Can you represent Hallie and
Annie's separate lives in one
picture?

Use the space below
to make your own The
Parent Trap movie
poster!

Film Study Questions
MUSIC

COSTUME

How do the composers
use music to enhance the
story?

How do Hallie and Annie's
costumes help us tell them
apart?

Choose a scene... focus
on the music... how does it
make you feel? Happy/
Excitied/Scared?

How do Hallie and Annie's
costumes reflect their up
bringing?

ACTING TECHNIQUE
Lindsay Lohan has a tough job playing two characters in
the same scenes AND that have different accents! What
could YOU do to help you keep consistant when
representing two characters?
How does the actress who plays Chessy show us that
she suspects something is different about Hallie/Annie
without saying it?
Can you do two accents? Try pretending to be two people
and have a conversation with yourself in different
accents. How hard is it?

TECHNICAL
A split screen technique is used to enable Hallie and Annie to be on set at the same time.
Watch these scenes carefully and notice how they don't cross over in the frame.
When the characters DO interact, a body double is used. They were the same clothes as
the character and are preferabely the same height and size. Can you notice when a body
double is on screen?

Your alternative ending
This is your chance to change the ending!
•

Write it out as a story or a script.

•

Draw it as a comic strip

• Create a picture scene using cuttings from
magazines and online images to create your alternative
ending!

Try acting out a scene
straight from the movie!

NOTES: In this scene Annie is pretending to be
Hallie! SO you have to try to be an ENGLISH person
putting on an AMERICAN accent!
Look at the character briefs on the first page... can
you taken on Annie's characteristics and 'pretend'
to have Hallie's?

Interview with Lindsay Lohan
What is it like to play two different characters?
Well I just thought how proper one was and then how calm and cool and ready to hang out the
other one was.

How were the accents different?
Hallie talked kind of slang and everything and then Annie talked very proper with an English
accent.

Which scene was the most fun to act in?
There was one scene I really liked doing. It was in a pool so I guess you know how fun that
would be. It was with Meredith (Elaine Hendrix) and I am telling her where to go so I got to
change my attitude.

What was the messiest scene in the movie?
Well there is a scene where the two characters (that I play) are mad at each other and Hallie is
going to go in Annie’s bunk at night. Annie steps into a trap which was really messy. It was
strange to play a prank on myself.

Split Screening
The split-screen technique has been used by film editors and VFX artists for over 100 years.
The split screen has many uses:
•

it can show the same moment from two angles,

•

two scenes happening in different places but simultaneously;

•

for making the same actor appear twice in the same frame.

