Shed Film Club - Gansta Granny
Remote Shed Film Club - From the comfort of your own home

7.45pm 6th May 2020

Create your
own poster

Film studies
Questionnaire

Character
Studies and
character
Arcs

Find out what it is like to
play two characters in the
same scene!
TIP: Stay engaged!
Look through this booklet before watching the film

Gangsta Granny - The Synopsis
Ben hates spending time with his boring granny while
his parents are off ballroom dancing, but little does he
know his granny has a secret. Together they go on an
adventure and become the closest of friends.
This film is a adaptation from David Walliams book
Gangsta Granny, starring David Walliams, Miranda
Hart, Robbie Williams, Rob Brydon and Joanna
Lumley! This star studded cast is set to bring you
laughs, tears and a warm heart.

Colour me in!

The Lead Characters
Pick a character and follow their character
journey (arc) throughout the film.

Ben:
Ben is very mature for his age, perhaps a little disinterested in the things
young chaps usually enjoy. With a love for plumping, one of his favourite pasttimes is reading Plumbing magazies and fixing the pipes in his home. He is
not very much like his parents which perhaps makes him feel quite lonely. His
parents are born performers, dancing every Friday night which leads him to
his weekly visits with Granny. At first, Ben thinks is Granny is 'boring' and just
like any other. Hiding his cabbage soups in plant pots he would do what he
could to get through the evening untl he could return home. That was until...
he found out what his Granny was really up to...

Granny:
Granny is the mother to Bens father (David Walliams). She is petite, living in a
classic 'grandparents' house with garish wallpaper and old furniture. Granny
loves the weekly visits from her grandson, but is devastated when she
overhears a conversation between Ben and his parents saying how bored he
is in her company. But Granny has a secret.... a BIG secret and she is about
to bring her only grandchild Ben on board!

What is my character like when we first
meet them?

What is my characters objective?

What obstacles does my character
have to face?

What makes my character change
throughout the film?

How has my characters relationships
changed throughout the film?

What might be characters life be like
now?

Try using a picture of YOUR
Grandparent and make them
into a Gansta!

Use the space below
to make your own The
Gangsta Granny movie
poster!

Film Study Questions
MUSIC

COSTUME

How do the composers
use music to enhance the
story?

Describe how Granny's
costume makes her look
like a stereotypical
Granny?

Choose a scene... focus
on the music... how does it
make you feel? Happy/
Excitied/Scared?

What do you think about the
costume colours that have
been used?

ACTING TECHNIQUE
Ben struggles when he is at is Grannies to pretend that
he is enjoying himself. What techniques does he use to
show this?
Granny becomes very poorly towards the end of the film,
but she musters the energy for one last 'bust'! How does
she show us this is a tough decision for her?
Robbie Williams puts on an hilarious accent for his
character Flavio! Can you give it a try?
"This evening I am rrreeady to rraaaammba!"

TECHNICAL
When Florence's mum throws the shoe at Flavio, how do you think they managed to
create that shot?
What techniques did they use to make the tin of jewels look even more desirable?
Pick your favourite scene, how was the camera positioned? What was the lighting like?
How did this make you feel?

Your alternative ending
This is your chance to change the ending!
•

Write it out as a story or a script.

•

Draw it as a comic strip

• Create a picture scene using cuttings from
magazines and online images to create your alternative
ending!

INT: Hospital – GRANNY’S Ward
– DAY
BEN:
You OK, Granny?
GRANNY:
Yes. Yes, I'm
fine, thank you.
BEN:
Good, because I've worked out
a way
to steal the Crown Jewels.
GRANNY:
Oh, Ben.
BEN:
It's all about the plumbing.
You see, the tower has a 500year-old sewer running
underneath it and that's our
way in.
GRANNY:
You're forgetting the place
is teeming with Beefeaters.
BEN:
I've memorised and timed
all their patrol routes.
GRANNY:
And how do we get into
the jewel house?

Try acting out a scene
straight from the movie!

BEN:
Drill the locks off the
doors?
GRANNY:
The Crown Jewels are kept
behind bulletproof glass.

BEN:
Uncle Derrick. He got me this
Chemistry set from the
market, and it has this metal
that blows up when
it touches water.
GRANNY:
Well, seems like you've
thought the whole thing out.
BEN:
Well?
GRANNY:
Oh, you're not serious?
BEN:
One last job for
the Black Cat.
GRANNY:
One last job. Oh.
BEN:
So, what do you think?

GRANNY:
I'm in.
BEN:
Yes!
GRANNY:
Ben, there's
one small problem.
BEN:
What?
GRANNY:
I'm not meant to leave here.

CUT TO:

Have a go at being both characters.
Can you get someone to film it for you?
What costumes can you create for each
character out of things you have at home?

An interview with David Walliams
What inspired Gangsta Granny?
When I was a child I would spend lots of time with my grandmas.
Sometimes I would selfishly think spending time with them could be boring
but when I got them on a subject like living in London during World War II
when bombs were raining down, they would become very animated and I
would be enthralled. I realised everyone has a story to tell.
What were your grannies like and are there any elements of their
characters in Gangsta Granny?
There was definitely a smell of cabbages in one of my grandmas’ houses.
The other did break wind like a duck quacking when she walked across the
room.
Many people would say there’s a special bond between children and
their grandparents. Why do you think that is?
I think grandparents love being grandparents because they get to give the
children back to the parents! Children love spending time with their
grandparents because they love hearing their stories and being allowed to
stay up past their bedtime.
When did you decide to write children’s fiction and what encouraged
you?
Ten years ago I had an idea for a story. What if a boy went to school
dressed as a girl? I thought it would be a thought-provoking children’s book.
That became The Boy in the Dress, the first of my eight children’s novels.
What are the delights of writing children’s fiction?
The only limitation in a children’s book is your imagination. You can take
children on magical journeys in books that many adults would be reluctant
to go on.
And the challenges of writing for children?
Children love to be scared but it can’t be too horrifying. Children love to
laugh but it can’t be too rude. You always have to be the right side of the
line.
You’ve often talked about Roald Dahl. What do you think makes him
special?
I think Dahl’s books always feel a little bit forbidden. He manages to
balance the humour and scary elements in his stories perfectly.
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