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The Boy in the Dress - Synopsis 
The story follows a 12-year-old boy named Dennis and 
his 14-year-old brother John, whose parents divorced 
when he was only 7. The boys remain with their father, 
who resorts to comfort eating after his wife leaves. 
Dennis is talented in football, and is one of the best on 
his team. He loves Fashion, and the film follows the 
reactions of his friends and family to his eclectic 
activities!

This film is a adaptation from David Walliams book The 
Boy in the Dress, starring Jenifer Saunders, Kate Moss, 
James Buckley, and Meera Syal! This star studded cast 
is set to bring you laughs, tears and a warm heart. 

Colour me in!



Dennis

Dennis Sims - A 12-year-old. He lives with his brother, John, and his 
dad, an overweight truck driver. Dennis has a best friend called Darvesh. 
He lives in an ordinary house in an ordinary town and he's different. He 
is a pupil at Elm Forest School. Dennis prefers wearing girl's clothes 
instead of boy's clothes; with the help of Lisa, he invents an alter-ego, 
"Denise", who is a French exchange student. Dennis is played by Billy 
Kennedy in the TV movie

Lisa

Lisa James – A 14-year-old. She is the prettiest girl in the school and is 
adored by everyone, she is a pupil at Elm Forest School. Lisa loves 
Vogue, fashion, dresses and shoes. She befriends Dennis in a detention, 
where they connect via their mutual love of Fashion. She takes Dennis 
under her wing and teaches him all she knows and allows him to be truly 
himself, bring colour to his 'grey' world. She is played by Temi Orelaja in 
the TV version.

The Lead Characters 
Pick a character and follow their character 
journey (arc) throughout the film.



What is my character like when we first 
meet them?

How has my characters relationships 
changed throughout the film?

What might be characters life be like 
now?

What is my characters objective?

What obstacles does my character 
have to face?

What makes my character change 
throughout the film?

Who am i?

How have I changed 
throughout the movie?

What might I be like 
now?

What do I want to 
achieve in this movie?

What might stop me 
from reaching my goal?

What changes me 
throughout the movie?

Answer these questions as your chosen 
character (Dennis or Lisa)



Dennis has an alter-ego that helps him to 
express another side of his personality and 
his passions. What would your alter-ego be? 

What would you do differently? What would your name be?

How would you feel?
How would you look?



Film Study Questions 
MUSIC
How do the composers use music 
to enhance the story?

Choose a scene... focus on the 
music... how does it make you feel? 

COSTUME
What did you like about the 
costumes?

How do the costumes suit the 
characters?

ACTING TECHNIQUE
This film uses comedy to tackle 
some challenging  issues. Which 
characters have been given to us to 
make us laugh?

Dennis VS Denise! How does 
Dennis change how he moves his 
body and uses his voice to pull off 
his disguise as Denise?

MORAL OF THE STORY
What does this film teach us?

What do YOU think of the term 
'normal'?

Why is it more than okay to be 
different?

Happy SCARED EXCITED

COLOUR PERSONALITY STYLE

PITCH PHYSICALITY POSTURE

DARE TO BE DIFFERENT 



Try acting out 
Dennis's introduction 

monologue straight from 
the movie!

I'm Dennis.
I live in an ordinary house
in an ordinary street
in an ordinary town.
But I feel... different.

I go to an ordinary school.
But I feel different there, too.

Lisa James is the coolest
girl there.
She's always trying to bring
some style to the school.
The teachers moan that

I'm always daydreaming.
Saturdays are the best,
cos that means football.
Football is the one thing
I'm good at.
The one thing that's mine.
But I still don't feel like
I fit in.

Dad doesn't come to watch anymore.
But these days he has got a lot on his plate.
Things aren't easy in my family.
It was better when Mum was around.
When you were with her, you
felt like anything could happen.
Then one day it did.
She left.

After she'd gone, Dad burned every
single picture we had of her.
But I managed to save one.
But Dad being Dad, he couldn't resist
cooking some sausages at the same time.
I suppose I wanted to escape
to some magical world.
And I found it in the most
unexpected place.

Boys can like Vogue too, you know...

https://www.definitions.net/definition/ordinary
https://www.definitions.net/definition/ordinary
https://www.definitions.net/definition/ordinary
https://www.definitions.net/definition/ordinary
https://www.definitions.net/definition/different
https://www.definitions.net/definition/James
https://www.definitions.net/definition/always
https://www.definitions.net/definition/trying
https://www.definitions.net/definition/style
https://www.definitions.net/definition/teachers
https://www.definitions.net/definition/always
https://www.definitions.net/definition/means
https://www.definitions.net/definition/thing
https://www.defini
https://www.definitions.net/definition/watch
https://www.definitions.net/definition/these
https://www.definitions.net/definition/better
https://www.definitions.net/definition/anything
https://www.definitions.net/definition/could
https://www.definitions.net/definition/burned
https://www.definitions.net/definition/picture
https://www.definitions.net/definition/managed
https://www.definitions.net/definition/b
https://www.definitions.net/definition/sausages
https://www.definitions.net/definition/suppose
https://www.definitions.ne
https://www.definitions.net/definition/magical
https://www.definitions.net/definition/found
https://www.definitions.net/definition/Vogue


Hi David. Can you tell us what inspired you to write 'The Boy In The Dress'?

I just had an idea for a story - what would happen if a boy went to school 

dressed as a girl? I thought it would make a good children's book as it was a 

story about children. I wanted it to be about the hypocrisy of grown-ups too, 

which is so frustrating when you are a child.

A lot of people ask whether the story is autobiographical. No, but the characters 

and story are in part a wish fulfilment fantasy for me. I would have loved to have 

met a girl like Lisa when I was 12.

What do you hope audiences take away from the series?

I hope they think more about what it is to feel different. And that being different 

is something to be celebrated.

What do you think of the cast?

I love that the cast includes different generations of comedy performers. 

From Blackadder to The Inbetweeners via French & Saunders, Goodness 

Gracious Me and I'm Alan Partridge. So many of my favourite actors in one 

show. And Kate Moss is the absolute icing on the cake. I love that we have the 

world's most famous supermodel in The Boy In The Dress on BBC One at 

Christmas.

Was The Boy In The Dress always meant to be a comedy?

I wanted it to be a comedy with heart. Little Britain being a sketch show didn't 

allow much emotion, so this was a big step for me to give the characters an 

emotional life.

Is the TV comedy much different to the book?

There are many differences to the book but I think the spirit is the same.

What was the adaptation for TV writing process like with Kevin 

Cecil and Andy Riley?

I like Kevin and Andy's work a lot. They wrote some Little Britain sketches 

for Matt Lucas and I. They are such talented comedy writers and have done lots 

of great work that is family friendly. They did such a superb job on Gangsta 

An interview with David Walliams

https://www.comedy.co.uk/tv/blackadder/%22%20%5Co%20%22Blackadder:%201983%20-%202000%20BBC%20One%20sitcom%20about%20a%20scheming%20coward.%20Click%20for%20a%20guide.
https://www.comedy.co.uk/tv/inbetweeners/
https://www.comedy.co.uk/tv/funny_women_french_and_saunders/%22%20%5Co%20%22Click%20for%20a%20full%20guide%20to%20Funny%20Women:%20French%20&%20Saunders.
https://www.comedy.co.uk/tv/goodness_gracious_me/%22%20%5Co%20%22Goodness%20Gracious%20Me:%201998%20-%202015%20BBC%20Two%20sketch%20show%20about%20British-Asian%20culture.%20Click%20for%20a%20guide.
https://www.comedy.co.uk/tv/goodness_gracious_me/%22%20%5Co%20%22Goodness%20Gracious%20Me:%201998%20-%202015%20BBC%20Two%20sketch%20show%20about%20British-Asian%20culture.%20Click%20for%20a%20guide.
https://www.comedy.co.uk/tv/im_alan_partridge/%22%20%5Co%20%22I'm%20Alan%20Partridge:%201997%20-%202002%20BBC%20Two%20sitcom%20about%20a%20TV%20presenter%20down%20on%20his%20luck.%20Click%20for%20a%20guide.
%22http
https://www.comedy.co.uk/guide/channel/bbc1/
https://www.comedy.co.uk/tv/little_britain/
https://www.comedy.co.uk/people/kevin_cecil/%22%20%5Co%20%22Kevin%20Cecil%20profile
https://www.comedy.co.uk/people/kevin_cecil/%22%20%5Co%20%22Kevin%20Cecil%20profile
https://www.comedy.co.uk/peopl
https://www.comedy.co.uk/tv/little_britain/
https://www.comedy.co.uk/people/matt_lucas/%22%20%5Co%20%22Matt%20Lucas%20profile
https://www.comedy.co.uk/tv/gangsta_granny/%22%20%5Co%20%22Gangsta%20Granny:%202013%20BBC%20One%20comedy%20drama.%20Click%20for%20a%20guide.


What are the main differences between The Boy In The Dress and Mr 

Stink and Gangsta Granny?

This story is rooted more in the real world than the books which followed it.

Did you imagine that three of your books would end up as BBC One specials?

It's a real thrill to be on BBC One at Christmas. I always hoped the books would one 

day find their way onto the screen but I never dreamed they would be realised so 

brilliantly with such starry casts. Mr Stink even got nominated for a BAFTA.

What do you think it is about your books that appeals to children?

It's hard to review your own work, but I try to make it as funny and exciting as 

possible, I try to see the world through a child's eyes and I try to learn from the 

greats like Roald Dahl and others. I like to make them funny, exciting and scary as 

well in places, and I do my hardest to entertain readers. This book is quite real, and 

they get more fantastical as you go along, like Mr Stink, Demon Dentist and so on. I 

don't want to write the same book twice so I try to make it different each time. If 

kids don't like something, they'll let you know, so it's pleasing that they devour the 

books in the way that they do.

https://www.comedy.co.uk/tv/boy_in_the_dress/interview/
david_walliams_2014/

https://www.comedy.co.uk/tv/mr_stink/%22%20%5Co%20%22Mr%20Stink:%202012%20BBC%20One%20comedy%20drama.%20Click%20for%20a%20guide.
https://www.comedy.co.uk/tv/mr_stink/%22%20%5Co%20%22Mr%20Stink:%202012%20BBC%20One%20comedy%20drama.%20Click%20for%20a%20guide.
https://www.comedy.co.uk/tv/gangsta_granny/%22%20%5Co%20%22Gangsta%20Granny:%202013%20BBC%20One%20comedy%20drama.%20Click%20for%20a%20guide.
https://www.comedy.co.uk/guide/channel/bbc1/%22%20%5Co%20%22More%20details%20about%20BBC%20One
https://www.comedy.co.uk/guide/channel/bbc1/%22%20%5Co%20%22More%20details%20about%20BBC%20One
https://www.comedy.co.uk/tv/mr_stink/%22%20%5Co%20%22Mr%20Stink:%202012%20BBC%20One%20comedy%20drama.%20Click%20for%20a%20guide.
https://www.comedy.co.uk/people/roald_dahl/
https://www.comed
https://www.comedy.co.uk/tv/boy_in_the_dress/interview/david_walliams_2014/
https://www.comedy.co.uk/tv/boy_in_the_dress/interview/david_walliams_2014/

