Shed Film Club - The Cat in the Hat
Remote Shed Film Club - From the comfort of your own home

7.45pm 9th June 2020
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TIP: Stay engaged!
Look through this booklet before watching the film
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The Cat in the Hat - Synopsis
In this live-action film based on the favorite children's
tale, the trouble-making Cat in the Hat (Mike Myers)
arrives at the home of bored young Sally Walden
(Dakota Fanning) and her brother, Conrad (Spencer
Breslin), while their mother (Kelly Preston) is out. The
family's pet fish (Sean Hayes) objects to the Cat's
presence, but that doesn't stop the hat-wearing giant
feline from trying to have fun, no matter how much
destruction is left in his wake.

Colour me
in!

The Lead Characters
Pick a character and follow their character
journey (arc) throughout the film.
The Cat
The Cat in the Hat (character) The Cat in the Hat is
a a tall anthropomorphic cat, who wears a red and
white-striped hat and a red bow tie and sometimes
has an umbrella with him mostly green, blue or red.
He describes himself as a “super fundiferous feline…
a cat that can talk…”. He is somewhat a magician!
Mischievous, confusing and very cheeky indeed. He is
a farm cat of Dr. Seuss's short story The Cat in the

Conrad
In the original book, it's 1971 TV special and The
Cat in the Hat Comes Back, he is portrayed as a
regular and well behaved kid. In the live action film,
he is a destructive and misbehaved twelve-year-old.
As a running gag, the Cat constantly calls him
names other than Conrad. Conrad has a turbulent
relationship with his mum, wreaking havoc in his
home and causing much stress to his hard working
mum. Upon first meeting him, Cat claims he is a

Sally
Sara "Sally" Walden is a character in The Cat in
the Hat series of books. She's shown with her
brother, Conrad and she's the cute and very
beautiful daughter of Joan Walden. In the 2003 film,
Sally is played by the young Dakota Fanning. He is
described by The Cat as a “control freak” upon their
first meeting. She is extremely well behaved and well
presented, in contrast to her brother.

Answer these questions as your chosen
character (Cat, Conrad or Sally)

Who am i?

What do I want to
achieve in this movie?

What might stop me
from reaching my goal?

What changes me
throughout the movie?

How have I changed
throughout the movie?

What might I be like
now?

Film Study Questions
MUSIC
◆ How do the composers use music
to enhance the story?
◆ Choose a scene... focus on the
music... how does it make you feel?

SET AND COSTUME
DESIGN
◆ What are the costumes like? Are
they modern? Old?
◆ How have they used colour to
create a stylised look?
◆ Does the set feel real? Or
imaginary?
◆ In what way are the costumes like
a cartoon?

STORY TELLING
◆ What do you think the moral of the
story is?
◆ Who's story arc do you think is the
most interesting and why; The Cat,
Conrad or Sally?
◆ Which words do you think come
straight from Dr Seuss? Have you noticed
any?

Performance Skills
Which performance skills did you
notice?
◆
◆
◆
◆
◆
◆
◆

Physical Theatre
Gymnastics/ Acrobats
Musical Theatre
Poetry
Magic
Mime
CGI

Alternative Ending
This is your chance to pick how the story ends! Get
creative... what else could have happened?
•

Write it out as a story or a script.

•

Draw it as a comic strip

• Create a picture scene using cuttings from
magazines and online images to create your alternative

EXT. High Street – Day
CAT, SALLY and CONRAD run round the corner away from LARRY until the
get to the road in search for THING 1 and 2.
SALLY
I think we lost him.LOCK
(whilst being forced inside Conrads pocket)
Not the pocket. Not the pocket!
CONRAD
We got the lock back. Now let's get home.
CAT
Relax, kid. I'm all over it. [Wheezing
Laugh]Hey.
CONRAD
What's wrong?
CAT
This This is not my hat. I must have picked up the
wrong hat back there.
CONRAD
So?
CAT
So... without my hat, I’m just your gardenvariety six-foot-tall talking cat.
LARRY
Joan, your children are running around town like
complete maniacs.
JOAN (OOS)
Uh-huh.
LARRY
Yes, they are. With some weird, hairy man in a
big hat.
JOAN (OOS)
Uh-huh.
LARRY
You're gonna believe everything I’m telling you
once we get to your house, okay? Come on.
CAT
We're doomed!
CONRAD
We're dead.
This is all my fault. I’m such an idiot.
Why do I always have to do the opposite of what
I'm supposed to?
Wait a second. That’s it! The opposite!
Hey, Things! Don’t help us!
Do not show up and help us get home right now!
(THING 1 and 2 pull up in LARRY’s car)
We're goin' on a road trip!...Larry's car?
CAT
(to Conrad)
How'd you get so smart? [Chortling]
END.

Try acting out a scene
straight from the movie!

