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Set in Malawi (Southeastern Africa), The Boy Who 
Harnessed the Wind follows the true and inspiring story 
of 13 yr old William Kamkwamba (Maxwell Simba) who, 
after being kicked out of school, finds himself on a quest 
to save his village from famine. After studying for many 
hours in the library, he is determined to find a solution 
for his family and fellow villagers. But will they listen to 
him? He must first fight for his mission. 
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William

William is the protagonaist of this story. A young 
man who believes in magic and superstition but is 
soon also lead to find faith in science. An interst 
that helps him see how he can help save his vilalge 
from famine. His determination sees him create a 
vision, fight adversity and create a beacon of hope 
for all who see his work. 

Trywell
Trywell is the father to William. He is strong, 
but get's into a ot of trouble for fightint too 
much. It is at this time he only offered his 
freedom should he decide to convert to 
christianity. Through all his faults, it is 
Trywell who teaches William to work to 
support his community, and to always be 
upstanding. 

Gilbert
Williams best friend. His father is the chief and thus 
he has enough money to stay in school even 
throughout the famin. Gilbert sticks by William's side 
even when he is no longer at school. He supports 
Williams windmill project (and others) with funds and 
labour. He truly is a loyal and wonderful friend. 
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The dance performed at 
Trywells' fathers funeral is 
called Gule Wamakulu (The 
Big Dance) which marks 

times of transition (boyhood 
to manhood, death etc). 
How do their traditional 
costumes compliment the 

dance?

W
hat emotions do you 

experience throughout 

the movie? 

What do you think the 
moral of the story is?
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character from
 the film

 and 
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What happens to 
the land as a 
result of the 
flooding? How 
would it feel to 
wade through all 
the mud. 

FILM STUDIES



1. Where is does this film take 
place?

4. Why was William kicked out of school?
a. He didn't do his work
b. He played a trick on a teacher
c. His father couldn't pay the fees

2. What does William find laid 
out on his bed when he gets 
home from trying to fix his 
neighbours radio?

5. What does William discover 
about the light on Mr 
Kachigunda's bike?

5. This film is a book adaptation. Who 
was the author?

6. What does William use to bribe 
Mr Kachigunda so he can use the 
library? 7. What happens to the 

Cheif when he stands up for 
his beliefs when the 
President visits?

8. What happens to the 
villagers when the grain is 
rationed by the 
government?

9. What does William power with his 
first attempt at building a windmill?

10. What does Williams final windmill 
power and how does this help the 
land?



INT. Science Classroom - Afternoon. 

WILLIAM approaches the front desk to see MR KACHIGUNDA. 
He approaches with caution and curiosity.

William
Mr. Kachigunda.

Mr. Kachigunda
William.

William
When you turn the wheel on your 
bike, the light shines.

Mr. Kachigunda
Yes.

William
How?

Mr. Kachigunda
A dynamo.

William
How does a dynamo work?

Mr. Kachigunda
(trying to be funny) There's a 
little man on the inside who 
rubs his hands together...

WILLIAM stares blankly at Mr Kachigunda. He is not 
following. KACHIGUNDA realises his joke is lost. 

Mr. Kachigunda (cont’d)
It's, uh, magnets.

William
Where can I find a dynamo

Mr. Kachigunda
You should try the trading 
center. I'm not sure if they'll 
have one there. Mine came from 
Lilongwe.

William
Well, what would I need to make 
one?

Mr. Kachigunda
I'm not sure exactly. A few 
things. Uh, a magnet, wiring,
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something to break the magnetic 
field. If you try the library, 
maybe you will find something 
there.

William
(Disappointed)

I don't have a library card.

Mr. Kachigunda
Because, your parents haven't 
paid. How do you know I will not 
tell Mr. Ofesi that you're 
coming to my class?

William
Because, I can keep a secret, 
sir.

Mr. Kachigunda
A secret?

William
Yes, sir. (Treads with caution) 
There is a man who comes to my 
village to see my sister... sir.

KACHIGUNDA can see he has nowhere to turn. He must help 
William or he will lose his job forever. He cannot afford 
that. 

CUT. 


